
Alice In Wonderland Audio Play – first four scenes.

Cast Spot Effects and 
Vocalisations

Recorded Effects Music

Lewis 
Carroll

Thump of body 
falling onto pile of 
leaves

English countryside in 
summer: birds and 
bees

Compose and play your own music 
or find free music online

Alice Fiddling with key in 
lock

Whoosh of falling 
down hole

or from Tchaikovsky’s ballet music

White 
Rabbit

Key opening lock sound effect water 
dripping

Tchaikovsky’s theme music or your 
own

Mouse Splashing in bucket 
for swimming noises

or recorded splashing Tchaikovsky’s rabbit running music 
or your own

Dodo swimming breathing 
from animals

Tchaikovsky's falling down hole 
music or your own

Running Tchaikovsky’s swimming music or 
your own

Cheering Tchaikovsky’s caucus race music or 
your own

SCENE 1

LEWIS CARROLL:

ALICE:

CARROLL: 

ALICE:

EXTERIOR ACOUSTIC. ENGLISH SUMMER COUNTRYSIDE.
ESTABLISH THEME MUSIC, BIRDSONG AND BEES

(ABOUT AN ARM'S LENGTH FROM THE MICROPHONE)
It was a hot afternoon, so Alice was sitting in the garden under a tree. 

(TO HERSELF, VERY CLOSE TO MICROPHONE AND 
QUIETLY) I'm too sleepy to play. Anyway there's nobody to play 
with.
Her sister was sitting beside her, reading a book. There were no 
pictures in the book and Alice didn't like books with no pictures.

I think I'll go and pick some flowers.

CARROLL:

WHITE RABBIT:

ALICE:

CARROLL:

SCENE 2

RABBIT RUNNING MUSIC

But then she saw a rabbit with a brown coat. 
He had a watch in his hand. He was saying. 

Oh, dear! Oh, dear! I'm so late!

Oh what an unusual rabbit!

She followed him, but suddenly he disappeared down a rabbit hole. 

INTERIOR ACOUSTIC. RABBIT HOLE
FALLING DOWN SOUND EFFECT FOLLOWED BY FALLING 
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DOWN MUSIC

CARROLL:

ALICE:

She was inside a dark hole and she was falling. 
Either the hole was very deep or she was falling 
very slowly. She saw lots of things on her way down.  
There were cupboards on the sides of the hole, and                
maps and pictures. She fell and fell such a long way!

I wonder if I shall fall right through the earth! How funny it'll seem to
come out among the people that walk with their heads downward! I 
think it's called Australia!

(WE HEAR A BUMP OF A BODY FALLING INTO A PILE OF 
LEAVES)

CARROLL: Then she found herself on a heap of dry leaves. She wasn't hurt at all.

ALICE: After such a fall as this, I shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs!
How brave they'll all think me at home!

CARROLL: She could see the white rabbit in the distance.

ALICE: I mustn't lose him now.

CARROLL: She heard him say:

WHITE RABBIT: Oh my ears and whiskers, how late it's getting!

CARROLL: She was close behind him. But when she turned a corner, he was no 
longer there. She looked around. She was in a large room, with doors 
on each side.

ALICE: Did the rabbit go out of one of them?

CARROLL: She tried to open them, but there were no keys.

ALICE: Bother! It isn't a very good idea to run down rabbit holes after rabbits.

CARROLL: Suddenly she noticed a small gold key on a table in the middle of the 
room. She ran to all the doors, 

(SOUND OF TRYING KEY IN LOCK)

But the key was too small to open them. Then she saw a low curtain 
and behind the curtain she found a door about fifteen inches high.

ALICE: It's strange I didn't notice this one before.

(SOUND OF KEY IN LOCK. THIS TIME IT WORKS. THE DOOR 
OPENS AND WE HEAR BIRD SONG)
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CARROLL: This time the key worked and the door opened. 
Alice went down on her knees.

ALICE: What a beautiful garden! 

(SHE STRAINS TO GET THROUGH) 

But I can't get through! Even if my head would go through, it would 
be of very little use without my shoulders. Oh, how I wish I could 
shut up like a telescope!

CARROLL:

ALICE:

CARROLL:

ALICE:

CARROLL:

ALICE:

She locked the door 

(HEAR DOOR LOCKING AND LOSE BIRDSONG)

and wandered back to the table. As she put the key back she saw a 
bottle with the words, "Drink me" on it.

That's funny. This wasn't here before. 

She tasted it and it was so delicious that she drank it all.

Oh, what's happening? 

She was getting smaller and smaller. 

What a curious feeling! I must be shutting up like a telescope.

CARROLL: Soon she was only ten inches tall.

ALICE: Now I can get into the garden!

CARROLL: But she had left the key on the table, and she was too small to reach 
it.

ALICE: I'll never get out of this hall. I can't climb up that table leg.

CARROLL: Then she noticed a very small cake on the floor beside her. She 
picked it up and read the words "eat me" on top of the cake.

ALICE: Will it make me bigger or smaller. I'm not a very useful size now, 
so I suppose it doesn't really matter.

CARROLL:

ALICE:

She put the cake in her mouth.

(WE HEAR A THUMP)

Ow!
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CARROLL:

ALICE:

CARROLL:

ALICE:

She cried as her head hit the ceiling. She was suddenly nine feet tall.

Now I'm opening out like the largest telescope that ever was! Good-
bye, feet!

She picked up the key from the table, and went to the door to the 
garden. But she could only see the garden if she lay down and looked 
through one eye. 

Oh, what can I do now? I'll never get into that garden.

(SHE BEGINS TO CRY)

CARROLL: Her tears were so big that they formed a small lake, about ten inches 
deep. 

(WE HEAR THE SOUND OF WATER DRIPPING)

ALICE: (STILL CRYING) You ought to be ashamed of yourself, a great girl 
like you, to go on crying in this way!

CARROLL: Then she saw the rabbit running towards her. 
He was carrying a pink fan.

WHITE RABBIT: Oh! the Duchess, the Duchess! 
Oh! won't she be savage if I've kept her waiting!

ALICE: Excuse me, sir.....

WHITE RABBIT: Oh!

CARROLL: He was so frightened by this enormous girl that he dropped his fan 
and ran away. Alice picked up the fan and began to fan herself.

ALICE: Oh dear, I'm all alone again. How will I find my way home?

(SHE STARTS TO CRY AGAIN)

CARROLL: As she fanned herself, she became smaller and smaller. And as she 
cried the lake of tears got bigger and bigger. Soon it was so deep that 
she had to stop crying and start swimming in the pool of tears.

ALICE:

CARROLL:

I wish I hadn't cried so much! 
I shall be drowned in my own tears!

(SPLASHING GETS SLOWLY LOUDER)             

Just then she heard some splashing. 
She thought it might be a hippopotamus or a walrus. She swam closer
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to find out that it was a mouse. She realised how small she was.

ALICE: Mouse, do you know the way out of this pool? I am very tired of 
swimming about here!

CARROLL: The mouse seemed to wink at her, but didn't say anything. Alice 
thought perhaps he does not understand English. She remembered the 
French for 'where is my cat?

ALICE: Ou est ma chatte?

(LOUD SPLASH)

MOUSE: Ooooh!

CARROLL: The Mouse gave a sudden leap out of the water, and seemed to quiver
all over with fright.

ALICE: Oh, I beg your pardon! I quite forgot you don't like cats.

MOUSE: Not like cats! Would you like cats if you were me? Nasty low, vulgar 
things. My family always hated them. 

(MORE SPLASHES. SWIMMING MUSIC)

CARROLL: The mouse started to swim away. and Alice heard more splashes. The
pool was getting crowded with birds and animals that fell into it. 
There were a Duck and a Dodo, the mouse and an Eaglet, and several 
other curious creatures.
Alice led the way, and the whole party swam to the shore. 

(FADE SWIMMING MUSIC)

SCENE 3 EXTERIOR. COUNTRYSIDE. BIRDSONG.

CARROLL They seemed to have left the room.

ALICE: How are we going to get dry?

DODO: I know the best way.

ALICE: What's that?

DODO: A race.

ALICE: What sort of race? Please explain it to us.

DODO: The best way to explain the race, is to do it. 
You must all stand in a circle.
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CARROLL: They all stood in a circle.

DODO: Now run about.

CARROLL:

DODO:

ALL THE ANIMALS:

WE HEAR RUNNING ABOUT MUSIC AND PANTING OF THE 
RUNNERS

They all ran about for about half an hour until the Dodo cried:

Stop! The race is over.                

Who has won?

DODO: Everyone has won. Everyone must have a prize, and she must give 
the prizes.

CARROLL: Alice felt in her pockets and found some biscuits. She gave one to 
each animal. She had just enough.

MOUSE But she must have a prize herself.

CARROLL:

DODO:

ALICE:

DODO:

CARROLL:

DODO:

Said the mouse. 

Of course. What else have you got in your pocket?

Only a thimble.

Hand it over here.

Then he presented it to her.

We beg your acceptance of this elegant thimble.

(EVERYBODY CHEERS)

CARROLL: Then they all sat down and ate their biscuits. Then their mothers came
and took them all home, and suddenly Alice was all alone again. 
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